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A Note From the CEO
This year I attended my first ever Sanctity of

Human Life church service. Since I am new to

this role of CEO and to the work of 

life-affirming care for those considering

abortion, I was interested to see what this 

important season in the rhythm of our ministry

calendar might entail.   

While standing next to other life-affirming

ministries in the lobby of Good Shepherd, who

is one of our founding churches, I was greeted

by a former board chair, a former mobile unit

driver, and several long-lasting partners of First

Image. It was a joy to meet just a few of the

many thoughtful, courageous, Spirit-led people

who have come together these past forty years

through prayer, service, and financial giving to

proclaim that every person’s life is sacred. 

I am honored to join in this endeavor with you,

whether you have been with us from the

beginning, or, like me, a recent addition to 

First Image’s mission. While thousands of lives

have been transformed through this work over

the past forty years, we know that there are

thousands more in need of life-affirming care 

in the Greater Portland area every year. 

 

Our work is not yet done. 

 

Dear thoughtful, courageous, Spirit-led partners

of First Image, please join us as we continue the

important work of reaching women with care

when they need it most. May we see more people

transformed by the compassionate love of Christ

this year through the work we do together. 

 

Grateful for you, 

Rachel Wilson
Interim CEO
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If you haven’t heard already, this year we are celebrating 40 years of First Image!

We’ve been busy this year, partnering with local churches to celebrate another 40-

year milestone- Sanctity of Human Life.  

In the late 1960's, the legalization of abortion began across many states in the US.

As a response, Pregnancy Resource Centers began in 1968- the first network being

in Honolulu, Hawaii.¹ In 1984, Dan Eischen and Phyllis Gross responded to the call

and started a crisis pregnancy hotline, soon to be followed by the opening of our

first center in East Portland. 

In the same year, President Ronald Regan instated a national holiday called “Sanctity

of Human Life Sunday,” to “call upon the citizens of this blessed land...to give

thanks for the gift of life, and to reaffirm our commitment to...the sanctity of each

human life.”²

Since the holiday’s creation, First Image and its clinics have seen

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday as an important time to connect with

our community and the churches that support us, and to reaffirm, as a

community, the dedication towards the mission. This allows for

encouraging conversations with congregants about the meaning and

importance of participation and how to get involved. 

From  2001-2010, churches raised almost half a million dollars for

Sanctity of Human Life, through First Image, which then directly

funded care for our patients. 

As we enter into the post-overturn of Roe v. Wade era, Sanctity of

Human Life Sunday becomes even more special with our community.

We are so thankful for the churches that have hosted us over the years.

Whether it’s been 4 years or 40 years, thank you!  
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